Hi Everyone !
Everyone has probably a different way to organize their MP3’s and I know, mine isn’t the most perfect one either, but since I am doing this for several years now, I can recommend the procedure below. Many of my friends are using the same way and never had any troubles with their MP3’s ! 

Since Christmas 2001, when I got my Nomad Jukebox 1, I organize all my MP3’s as follows :

1. Ripping songs from CD ( or whatever )

2. Filling in or correcting the ID3 V1 & V2 tags ( I use both ) with MP3-Library’s Tag Editor.

3. Then I rename the actual file name to AlbumName – Track# - Title.mp3 ( also with MP3-Library )

4. Once done with all the tags and renaming, I run in addition to MP3-Library… MP3-Utility, to check again all the MP3’s for errors. ( If you find some faulty MP3’s, re-encode them with dBpowerAMP’s Lame 3.94 or use MP3-Fixer to correct the problem )
5. Next I use MP3-Gain to normalize the volume. I use 90.0 for the Album Gain !

6. I have a MP3 dedicated 40 GIG internal Hard drive on my computer Here I created a folder named : NJB

7. Subfolders contain Artists Name and/or personalized folders with different songs like you can see in the example below  ( Classic Light Rock is one of the personalized folders ) :
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8. The songs in the folder are organized as follows  (  AlbumName – Track# - Title.mp3 ) 3-Digit Track Numbers resolve many conflicts :
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9. Now I am making PLAYLISTS on my NJB1 with all the Artists Names and/or personalized folders. Currently, I have about 90 playlist’s and there is NO problem at all starting the NJB1 with firmware 4.01J & 2.98J Dual Beta. It usually takes 35 – 50 seconds to startup the NJB1.
10. After adding new songs or artists to my collection, I use MP3-Library to search for double song titles ( in ID3 Tags and file names ), if I encounter some doubles, I rename them in the ID3 Tags as well as the regular file name. Like :
Rolling Stones :

Angie

Greatest Hits – 001 – Angie.mp3

Angie 2
Classic Rock – 034 – Angie 2.mp3

Angie 3
Tom’s Songs – 014 – Angie 3.mp3

Doing it this way, will give NO MP3 player any problems identifying the right song title, regardless if the player looks for ID3 Tags or for a file name.

After all your MP3’s are crisp and clean, don’t forget to back them up again. I also copy my MP3’s to an external Maxtor 120 GIG hard drive and in addition, I also write them to CD-R’s, just in case everything goes wrong.
Hope this helps all newcomer’s to organize, check and have fun with their MP3’s !

Cheers,

Tom

PS: When e-mailing to   tom@jumpingcholla.com   please put MP3 in the subject, otherwise your e-mail might get bounced.

